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was most touching. "We represent our truth, you represent
the truth. The argument is often being advanced here,
and we should like to be enlightened by you."
"Now," said Gandhiji, "you have touched the tenderest
spot in human nature. 1 was faced with the very question
as author of the non-co-operation movement. I said to
myself, there is no State either run by Nero or Mussolini
which has not good points about it; but we have to reject
the whole, once we decide to non-co-operate with the
system. 'There are in our country grand public roads and
palatial educational institutions,3 said I to myself, 'but
they are part of a system which crushes the nation. I should
not have anything to do with them. They are like the fabled
snake with a brilliant jewel on its bead, but which has
fangs full of poison.5 So I came to the conclusion that the
British rule in India had crushed the spirit of the nation
and stunted its growth, and so I decided to deny myself
all the privileges—services, courts, titles. The policy would
vary with different countries, but sacrifice and self-denial
are the essential points. What Einstein has said would occur
only once a year and only with very few people. But I
suggest it as your first duty to non-co-operate with the
State."
But is there not a deep difference between an inde-
pendent nation and a subject nation? India may have a
fundamental quarrel with an alien government, but how
can the Swiss quarrel with the State?
"Difference there undoubtedly is," said Gandhiji. "As
a member of a subject nation I could best help by shaking
rid of my subjection. But here I am asked as to how best
to get out of a military mentality. You are enjoying the
amenities on condition that you render military service to
the State. There you have to get State rid of the military
mentality."
But Pierre Ceresole still had his doubts. The argument
had irresistible appeal for him; but how did his own
particular mission fit in, if he was to persue the method to its
extreme logical conclusions ? A question was asked at the
great meeting in Geneva about Gandhiji's opinion regarding
the work of the International Red Cross Society organized

